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DERBYSHIRE VOLUNTARY ACTION
Derbyshire Smokefree Community Grant Funding 
                                       Guidelines

Derbyshire County Council has provided funds to Derbyshire Voluntary Action for a Smokefree Community Grant. 

The Smokefree Community Grant provides £1,000 in funding to Voluntary, Community, Faith, and Social Enterprise (VCFSE) organisations in Derbyshire to help create and promote 100% smokefree spaces. This is part of the wider Smokefree Derby & Derbyshire initiative—which aims to reduce smoking rates to below 5% by 2030. This grant supports local groups to protect communities from the harms of tobacco, reduce health inequalities, and encourage smokefree lives by reducing the visibility and acceptability of tobacco smoking. This may promote quit attempts and reduce the uptake of tobacco smoking. Successful organisations will designate a fully smokefree site and recruit Smokefree Champions to help promote positive change within their community.

Who can apply?
Voluntary, Community, Faith, Social Enterprise (VCFSE) organisations working in Derbyshire including community centres, places of worship, indoor or outdoor sports clubs, children’s centre, children’s fenced/gated play areas.


Eligibility criteria:
· [bookmark: _Hlk213307442]Funding is available for Voluntary, Community, Faith, Social Enterprise (VCFSE) not for profit organisations.
· Organisations must be formally constituted. Formally constituted means you must have a bank account with at least 2 independent signatories, a governing document or list of governing members, a purpose, and a set of rules.
· Organisations must support Derbyshire residents
· The organisation must have appropriate insurance in place for their activities.
· Each organisation will have their own clear safeguarding and fire safety policies to adhere to
· Organisations must have appropriate procedures for assessing suitability to work with children or vulnerable adults.
· All organisations follow their own food hygiene procedures (contact your local environmental health team for help and advice)
· All organisations will be inclusive, non-judgmental spaces where everyone can expect to be treated equally, with dignity and respect and receive a warm welcome from staff and volunteers,
Exclusions
· Activities that do not meet the grant criteria 
· Any party-political activity
· Commercial enterprises
· Individuals acting in their own capacity
Restrictions 
The funding must not be used for
· Political activities
· Promoting religious beliefs
· For activities outside of Derbyshire
· Events that have already taken place
· [bookmark: _Hlk212651369]Core costs for Community Interest Companies
· Funding statutory obligations 
· Profit making business
· Community Interest Companies limited by shares
What is a Smokefree Space?
· All indoor and outdoor areas of your building must be 100% smokefree—this means no smoking anywhere on site.
· Your organisation must have a smokefree policy and be promoted as a smokefree place.
· You must put up the smokefree signs, provided free as part of this scheme, to show that your building and grounds are 100% smokefree.
· Any smoking areas, ashtrays, or signs that encourage smoking must be removed. 
· Staff, volunteers, and visitors should all be made aware that your site is smokefree.
· Smokefree does not mean vape free, but if you are planning to hold family events or have children or young people regularly attending your site, you should consider making your site vape free as well as smokefree.




The Grant requirements are: 
All organisations applying to the Derbyshire Voluntary Action, Smokefree Community Grant Programme need to be able to fulfil the following grant conditions.
· Recruit at least 10% of your staff/volunteers or 2 people (whichever is more) to become Smokefree Champions (see more about the role below).
· All Smokefree Champions must attend a 1-hour training session on Very Brief Advice—a simple and effective way to talk to people about quitting smoking. The session will be provided online via Teams or in person.  
· All indoor and outdoor areas of your building must be made 100% smokefree—this means no smoking anywhere on site.
· Your organisation must have a smokefree policy and be promoted as a smokefree place.
· You must display the smokefree signs, provided free as part of this scheme, to show that your building and grounds are 100% smokefree.
· Any smoking areas, ashtrays, or signs that encourage smoking must be removed. 
· Staff, volunteers, and visitors should all be made aware that your site is smokefree.
· All organisations must sign up to the Smokefree Derby and Derbyshire Pledge (See the PDF at the end of the document).
· All organisations must sign up to the Smokefree Derby and Derbyshire newsletter.
What the funding can pay for?
Smokefree Community Grants will be made available to Voluntary, Community, Faith, Social Enterprise (VCFSE) not for profit organisations and community-led groups in Derbyshire for the creation of Smokefree Community Spaces. The £1000 funding can be spent on 
· Additional staffing costs for staff to attend Very Brief Advice training 
· Volunteer’s expenses for attending Very Brief Advice training 
· Costs related to putting on smokefree events
· Costs related to removing designated smoking area signage and or ashtrays/bins
· Activities supporting the development of smokefree spaces or encouraging referrals to local stop smoking services
· Additional smokefree champion t/shirts (maximum of 2 will be provided free per organisation) Banners promoting the site is 100% smokefree. Must contain Smokefree Derby and Derbyshire (template will be provided) 
Smokefree Champions Role 
Please note to be a smokefree champion you must be 
· A non-smoker. 
· Aged 18 years old or over
The Smokefree Champion role includes
· Taking part in the 1-hour Very Brief Advice training. The training will help to 
· Give you confidence to talk to people about smoking 
· Learn about the stop smoking service
· How to direct people to support from the local stop smoking service. 
· Telling people about the local stop smoking service. 
· You do not help people to stop smoking yourself. This support is provided by trained stop smoking advisors.
· Talking about the benefits of getting stop smoking support with Live Life Better Derbyshire.
· Showing people how to get support from Live Life Better Derbyshire Stop Smoking service.
· Keeping up to date with stop smoking messages by signing up to the Smokefree Derby and Derbyshire newsletter.
Share stop smoking messages through 
· Social media channels,
· Newsletters, 
· Posters
· Events 
 What support will Smokefree Champions get?
 Smokefree Champions will receive:
· A free 1‑hour Very Brief Advice training session
· Support from the Live Life Better Derbyshire team
· Two online meetings each year to meet other champions
· Posters and leaflets to share
· Help with additional resources at large community events (when available)
· A free Smokefree Champion T‑shirt (up to 2 per organisation)
· Email support if you have questions
Application Process
· Apply via the Derbyshire Voluntary Action website: 
· Email grants@dva.org.uk for an electronic or paper application form, and any support/assistance relating to the application process

Applications are open for submission 
From Monday 18th May - 26th June 2026
Only one Smokefree Community Grant is available per organisation. All Applicants will be notified of the outcome as soon as possible after the closing date. Limited funds are available, therefore, the grants will be allocated to ensure it reaches the areas of greatest need.
Project approval process and selection criteria:
· Application form and guidelines issued to organisation
· Application completed and returned by organisation 
· Applications will need to meet the eligibility criteria as stated above and the information given in the application form will then be reviewed by the grants panel.
· Announcement of award of grant to successful bidder 
· Successful bidders will be provided with smokefree signage to display on their premises
· Successful bidder will be made aware of the available options for accessing Live Life Better Derbyshire Very Brief Advice training.
· Free smokefree champion T shirt will be provided for smokefree champions once VBA training is completed (maximum of 2 T shirts provided per organisation).
Conditions of grant funding:
· Funding must be used for the specific purpose for which it is granted.
· Funding will be paid in full in advance.
· Derbyshire Voluntary Action retains the right to reclaim, at any time, all or part of the awarded money if it is not spent for the purpose it was awarded.
· Organisations must designate 100% of their space to being smokefree and promote this by displaying the signage provided
· Smokefree champions nominated and they MUST undertake the 1-hour Very Brief Advice training with Live Life Better Derbyshire.

Monitoring and Evaluation:
Successful organisations awarded the Smokefree Community Grant funding must submit evaluation information, as outlined in the application form, to Derbyshire Voluntary Action.
Derby and Derbyshire Smokefree pledge document 
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Smokefree Derby and Derbyshire Pledge on Tobacco Control 


As local leaders, we acknowledge: 


• Smoking is a leading cause of premature death, disease, and disability in our county, 
with over 1300 deaths each year across Derby & Derbyshire 


• Smoking is an epidemic created and sustained by the tobacco industry 


• Smoking is an addiction which often starts in childhood 


• The illicit tobacco trade is linked to criminal gangs and gives access to cheap and often 
contaminated tobacco 


• Smoking places a significant burden on all health and care services, and emergency 
response services 


• Reducing smoking will help the local economy and will put money back into families in 
greatest need with the average smoker saving £2,500 per year 


• All staff in contact with our citizens have a role to play in helping people to stop smoking 


We welcome: 


• The ambition to make Derby and Derbyshire smokefree by 2030 


• The commitment to tackle inequalities in smoking prevalence across our county 


• The commitment by the NHS to provide support to help our citizens to quit 


• The commitment by the government to provide legislative support for our ambition and 
to protect public health policy from vested tobacco industry interests 


In support of a smoke-free ambition, together we commit to: 


1. Do all we can to protect everyone from the harms of tobacco smoke and stopping the 
start by: 


• Making our business/sites smoke-free and supporting our staff to stop smoking 


2. Support every smoker to quit and stay smokefree by: 


• Ensuring that all our staff can refer citizens to free support to quit smoking 


• Ensuring citizens using our NHS services have access to services to quit smoking 


3. Helping our citizens understand the harm smoking causes to them and the 
opportunities and support to stop smoking by: 
 


• Sharing and promoting Smokefree Derby and Derbyshire messages through our staff and 
public facing communication channels 


 


Signed:       Role: 


Organisation:      Date: 
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